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New play area for children in Binley Woods following official opening. 

The long awaited Play Area in Binley Woods is now available for the children of the area following the official 

opening  by Mark Pawsey, MP. 

The facility in the Recreation Ground, Craven Avenue will benefit children of all ages, with many types of play and 

challenges, along with activities to encourage outside play. 

The play area is now officially open following the launch by Mark Pawsey, MP along with other local Councillors in 

attendance. 

The idea for the play area came from a Parish Plan Project, which included a questionnaire being sent to every 

household. Consultation then took place with all the children of Binley Woods Primary School to find what sort of 

equipment they would like to see in the Recreation Ground. From this, it was agreed that sliding, swinging and 

climbing was high on their priority and Sutcliffe Play were invited to design an area based on the children’s requests.  

Chair of the Council, Councillor Paul Salisbury, is delighted that the project is finally complete, and the area is now 

being fully utilised by the children of the Village. 

He says “It is great to see our vision and the wishes of the children become reality. We are extremely grateful for the 

£50K funding that WREN provided, and we look forward to seeing the children of the village getting great and lasting 

pleasure from the equipment. The wellbeing of our children is uppermost on our agenda, and thanks to WREN, this 

is now achievable”. 

Councillor Salisbury went on to say “The schoolchildren worked alongside the Parish Council and Sutcliffe Play , the 

Contractor, to design a fit for purpose play area. It has all the activities they dreamed of and will certainly help with 

the health and wellbeing of these children. Together, this has been a great project for all parties involved and the 

bonds now created between the ages cannot be broken”.  

Speaking after the opening, Mark Pawsey MP said: “I am always pleased to be able to support local projects which 

give children the opportunity to learn and play outside. I grew up in Binley Woods and having watched this project 

grow, it’s fantastic that the children have put so much into what will be their play area. Not many Parish Councils 

have the thought and wisdom to allow children to have an input into the design of an area for them. This new play 

area is fantastic for the local families of Binley Woods.” 

WREN is a not-for-profit business that awards grants for community, conservation and heritage projects from funds 

donated by FCC Environmental through the Landfill Communities Fund. 

WREN Project Manager, Joe Newby stated “It’s wonderful to see something we have funded finally open and ready 

to make such a difference to the families and young people of Binley Woods. WREN is always happy to consider 

grant applications for projects that benefit local communities and this is a great example of what can be achieved.”  

 

 

******NOTE****** 

PLEASE SEE PHOTOGRAPHS AND INFORMATION BELOW FOR INCLUSION. 



 

Mark Pawsey MP is first down the ‘zip wire’ as he officially opens the new play area in Binley Woods. 

 

Mark Pawsey MP, Councillor Heather Timms, Paul Salisbury, Chair of Binley Woods Parish Council and Councillors 

and Residents officially open the gate to allow children to use the new play area.                Curtesy of Jon Cleaver 



Media information:  
For further press information please contact Councillor Paul Salisbury at psalisbury_bwpc@btinternet.com or Tel 
02476 542340 
 
Notes to editors:  
• Binley Woods Parish Council is the democratically-elected voluntary representative body for the parish and village 
of Binley Woods. It represents to local / central government, and to charitable and other organisations, the concerns 
and the ambitions of its residents (population 2700). It operates a range of local services such as street lighting, 
playing field and play area provision, allotments and highway verge grass cutting. It raises finance through a small 
precept on the council tax bills of its residents and needs to supplement this modest income when attempting major 
new or improvement projects on behalf of the whole community. 
 
• WREN is a not-for-profit business that awards grants for community, conservation and heritage projects from funds 
donated by FCC Environment through the Landfill Communities Fund. Since 1998, WREN has granted over £200m to 
more than 7,000 projects which benefit people living within 10 miles of a FCC Environment landfill site. For more 
information please visit www.wren.org.uk  
 
• FCC Environment is the leading UK waste and resource management company and is part of a global group with a 
strong heritage in providing services for communities and business. Its vision is to be the environmental company of 
choice, delivering change for a sustainable future. It employs 2,400 people and operates more than 200 facilities 
across England, Scotland and Wales. FCC Environment donates the LCF tax credits that are generated by its 
operations to WREN, in order to add value to the environmental and social infrastructure of the communities around 
landfill sites. www.fccenvironment.co.uk  
 
• The Landfill Communities Fund - any waste that is discarded which cannot be reused, reprocessed or recycled may 
ultimately be disposed of in a landfill site. To encourage the re-use, recycle and recovery of more value from waste 
and use more environmentally friendly methods of waste disposal, Landfill Tax is charged on each tonne of waste 
sent to landfill. Landfill Operators (LOs) are able to redirect a small proportion of landfill tax liability (currently 6.8%) 
to support a wide range of community and environmental projects in the vicinity of their landfill sites through the 
Landfill Communities Fund (LCF). The LCF is regulated by ENTRUST on behalf of HM Revenue & Customs, and the 
projects are delivered by enrolled Environmental bodies (EBs). Since its inception in 1996, over £1 billion has been 
spent on more than 32,000 projects across the UK. For further information, please visit www.entrust.org.uk  
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