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Binley Woods Parish Plan Working Party – Meeting 3 

Morrison Room, Binley Woods Village Hall 

Thursday 27th March 2014 – 7.30pm 

 

1a Attendees 

  Chris Bowen (CB)  Norman Brinton (NB)  Linda Harbour (LH) 
  Diane Henderson (DH) John Henderson (JH)  Vicki Loughran (VL) 
  Steve Roberts   Paul Salisbury (PS)  Ken Short (KS)  

Viv Wood (VW) 

1b Apologies 

  Dave Jones (DJ)  Janet Outhwaite (JO)  

2 Previous Meeting 

The minutes of the February meeting were agreed. There were no matters arising that would 
not be covered later in the meeting. 

3 Review of Action List 

Working Party members worked though the priority actions.  

Actions Relating to Public Open Spaces 

Actions relating to the Public Open Spaces (POS) were not discussed in detail, as these are 
covered by the POS Sub-group. Notes from the POS meeting on 13th March had been 
distributed to Working Party members ahead of the meeting and are attached to these 
minutes. 

In terms of getting the younger members of the community involved with improvements to the 
play equipment, including a review of the skateboard park, LH agreed to take this forward 
with the Youth Club and the School. CB suggested that this could be achieved through some 
form of questionnaire for the young people to complete to make their views known. 

Action: Hold initial discussions with the Youth Club and the School re young peoples’ 
involvement in the improvements to the play equipment (LH) 

KS reported on the outcome of the Parish Council meeting held on Wednesday, 19th March, 
where the following was agreed: 

 Four new dog bins will be ordered – one at each entrance to the park from Craven 
Avenue, one near the One-o-clock ride (request from LH) and one in Elm Close 
(request from a resident).  

 It was agreed, in principle, to go ahead with the installation of poo-bag dispensers 
from the Dogs Trust. However, the PC needs to understand the implications in terms 
of installation and on-going maintenance. 

 It was agreed to fund two benches by the skateboard park, similar to those installed 
on the Village Green. 

 The proposed six-foot high fence around the pavilion was rejected as it was thought to 
be ‘industrial’ and too unsightly. The PC suggested a four-foot, round-top fence similar 
to the one around the play equipment in the Village Green. PS will get revised quotes 
and talk to the play-group leaders. 
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Action 8 

“Ask the Police to conduct a series of regular parking patrols over a given period with the a im of 
ticketing vehicles causing an obstruction or parked dangerously, with particular emphasis on the 
identified parking hot-spots in the village and problems occurring during the ‘school run’.” 

SR reported that the police had been targeting inconsiderate parking and a number of parking 
tickets had been issued, although exact numbers were not available. In general, parking had 
improved but there were still some hot-spots and the police will continue to monitor the 
situation and ticket vehicles causing an obstruction. 

Action: Liaise with PCSO Key Wyer to ensure a focus on inconsiderate parking is 
maintained (SR) 

Action 16 (part) 

“Commence a feasibility study to determine if the pavement adjacent to the bus stop on the south side 
of Rugby Road near the Village Hall could be levelled.” 

PS has not received any update from WCC. 

Action: Progress the installation of a non-slip surface via Heather Timms (PS) 

Action 17 

“Use the Parish Plan results to identify and pursue possible opportunities to establish a community 

library in the village.” 

VW reported that there had been no further progress. 

Action: Approach the Roseycombe to discuss the possibility of establishing a book 
exchange (VW) 

Action 49 

“Ask the Youth Club to consider a separate session for younger children and, if feasible, to have a 
lower starting age for such a session.” 

LH will work with the Youth Club to draft an appeal for volunteers to run a session for the 
younger children.  

Action: Draft an appeal for volunteers to be printed in the PC newsletter (LH)  

Action 55 

“Ask the local police / PCSO team to pay regular visits to the school and/or youth club to build a rapport 
with the younger elements of our community.” 

SR reported that PCSO Ken Wyer does make regular visits to the School. PCSO Wyer is also 
making regular visits to the skateboard park. 

Action: Liaise with the Police to ensure visits to the School and the skateboard park 
continue (SR) 

Action 57 

“Ask the school to send a letter to all parents requesting that they reduce their speed, quoting the 
results of the survey where the youngsters responded that “cars go too fast in the village”.” 

LH reported that there had been no further progress. 

Action: Ask the School to progress this action (LH) 
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Action 58 

“Ascertain whether there are suitable sites where additional pedestrian crossings could be installed on 
Rugby Road to help school children cross to catch school buses. This should include re-checking the 
regulations relating to siting crossings near road junctions and residents’ access-points.” 

PS reported that there had been no further action. 

Action: Contact WCC Highways Department to ask them to conduct a survey of Rugby 
Road with a view to installing an additional crossing (PS) 

Action 38 

 “Conduct a detailed house-by-house survey of the south-east corner of the village (Court Leet, Craven 
Avenue, etc) to determine the exact number of properties with water pressure problems. Forward 

results to Severn Trent with a request for action. Follow up as necessary.” 

CB reported that tests conducted locally by friends and neighbours had shown that, in 
general, the water pressure met Severn Trent’s stated target. 

CB will conduct a wider survey in the south-east corner of the village later in the year. 

Action: Organise a water pressure survey in the summer (CB) 

 Village Bus Service 

PS reported that signs advising passengers how to report late-running or no-show buses had 
been attached to the village’s bus stops. This action can now be closed. 

4 NEW ACTIONS TO BE ADDRESSED 

Action 11  

“Open a dialogue with the Police with the aim of establishing a residents’ speed-gun team in the 
village.” 

It was agreed that this action should be progressed and an appeal for volunteers to operate a 
speed-gun will be included in the next PC newsletter.   

Action: Include an appeal for speed-gun volunteers in the PC newsletter (KS)  

SR and LH recalled seeing a list of volunteers at one of the Parish Plan Open Days, but 
others could not remember this. 

Action: Check material from the Open Days for a list of speed-gun volunteers (KS) 

Post meeting note: KS confirmed that volunteering to operate the speed-gun was not one of 
the items included on the volunteer sheet that was issued with the main Parish Plan 
questionnaire.  

Action 3 

"Conduct detailed house-by-house surveys in the immediate vicinities of the corner of Oakdale Road / 

Monks Road, the corner of Ferndale Road / Craven Avenue, the School, and the Post Office to 
determine local residents’ views on parking problems in those areas and whether any improvements 
should be made. Consider gathering photographic evidence of specific parking problems as part of the 
surveys." 

SR reported that PCSO Ken Wyer has some ideas to alleviate parking problems through the 
introduction of one-way streets in some areas of the village. It was agreed that this was worth 
pursuing. 

Action: Discuss ideas for one-way streets with Ken Wyer (SR) 
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5 AOB 

VW offered to attend the WCAVA funding fair on 9th April. 

Action: Book a place at the funding fair and attend on behalf of the Parish Plan 
Working Party (VW) 

SR reported on discussions with the volunteer first responders who had been present at the 
Earl Craven Community Forum on 20th March. 

PS reported on the WCC ‘lengthsmen’ meeting on 27th February. It was agreed that WCC’s 
proposals should be put to the Parish Council for discussion. 

Action: Issue lengthsmen proposals to members of the Parish Council for discussion 
at their April meeting I(PS) 

6 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 The next meeting will be held on Thursday 24th April at 730pm in the Morrison Room. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.00pm 
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Notes from Public Open Spaces meeting – 13th March 2014 

Present:  Chris Bowen, Diane Henderson, John Henderson, Vicki Loughran, Jan 

Outhwaite and Ken Short 

Apologies: Paul Salisbury and Viv Wood 

Action 29:  “Erect signs at the entrances to the Recreation Ground and the Back Field 
stating that dogs must be kept on leads at all times and that owners are 
responsible for picking up after their dogs." 

Vicki has been distributing flyers and putting up posters around the village. Viv has been 
also been distributing flyers at the western end of the village. Thus far, no volunteers 
have come forward. Vicki had received posters and poo bags for the Dogs Trust and poo 
bags from Pets At Home, who have been very supportive. 

Action: KS to e-mail the appear for help to the Parish Plan volunteers 

Action: VL to supply contact details for KS to write to the manager at Pets At Home to 
thank them for their support. 

Vicki, with the support of the Dogs Trust, has held a couple of sessions handing out free 
poo bags and talking to dog walkers. Viv and her colleagues from FoBW have also done 
the same at the entrances to the woods. It is early days, but everyone hopes that these 
actions will make a significant difference. It was agreed to continue the campaign.  

Action: VL to organise more sessions handing out free poo bags 

Some dog walkers had commented on the amount of litter in the park after football 
matches. Examples quoted included drinks bottles / cans and blue tape. 

Action: PS to remind the footballers about the need to keep the park tidy 

Action 30:  “Request increased patrols by the Dog Wardens, including covert patrols, 
with the aim of identifying and prosecuting dog owners who do not pick up 
after their pets or who allow their dogs to run free on the Recreation Ground 
and/or the Back Field. Monitor the position and follow up as necessary.” 

VL has tried, without success, to contact the Rugby Dog Warden as we really need some 
‘high profile’ court cases where offending dog owners are prosecuted and fined.  

Action: VL to continue to try to contact the Rugby Dog Warden 

Action 5:  “Install signs at the entrances to the Recreation Ground asking users to park 
considerately.” 

In Paul’s absence, there was no report on the signage for the park. 

Action 31:  “Install additional dog litter bins…” 

An additional dog bin should be installed inside each of the two Craven Avenue gates to 
the park as the existing ones are often full.  

Action: PS/KS to request the Parish Council to fund two additional bins 

Action 36: “Install additional benches by the skateboard park in the Back Field, near the 
play equipment in the Recreation Ground…” 

Two benches should be installed on the village side of the skateboard park facing the 
woods. 

Action: PS/KS to request the Parish Council to fund two benches for the skateboard park 
area 
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Additional benches near the play equipment to be considered as part of the play 
equipment upgrade. 

Action 19: “Fence off the play equipment in the Recreation Ground to provide a safer 
environment for younger children and to keeps dogs out of the play area.” 

Members of the group had met with the organisers of the play group and proposals to 
fence off an area in front of the pavilion had been discussed. This would be a six foot 
metal fence with lockable gates to allow access.  

Paul had received two quotes for the fence: one of circa £3,000 and one for circa £3,400. 
A third quote was expected. Paul was minded to ask the Parish Council to fund the 
fencing, rather than delay the process by seeking grant funding. 

Action: PS to raise the funding of fencing for the pavilion with the Parish Council. 

The possible resurfacing of the fenced-off area would be addressed once the fence had 
been installed. 

Fencing off the play equipment in the Recreation Ground will be considered as part of 
the play equipment upgrade. 

Action 18: “Establish a project to upgrade the play equipment in the Recreation Ground 
and the Village Green. The scope should include new play equipment for 
older children, adult exercise equipment, refurbishing the existing play 
equipment and repairing / renewing the play surface.” 

Viv had been researching adult exercise equipment and Chris had identified one of the 
main suppliers of play equipment as Wicksteed. Ken had requested and received a 
catalogue from Wicksteed, which members of the group would review to get ideas that 
we could put to the younger members of the community. 

Action: JO / DH / CB / VL / VW to review the Wicksteed catalogue ahead of the next 
meeting of the group. 

We would like to find out more information about how the Gosford Park play area was 
developed and funded.  

Action: DH to contact the chairman of the Gosford Park Residents Association to see if 
they can offer advice and guidance. 

Action 50: “Hold a review of the skateboard park involving both the young people who 
were instrumental in getting the project off the ground and other skateboard 
park users. Questions to be addressed include: how well it is being used; 
what can be done to encourage younger children to use it; what can be done 
to minimise litter, graffiti and noise; and where benches should be sited. 
Take action as necessary to implement the results of the review.” 

This action was not discussed as it needs to be addressed by the full Working Party. 

AOB 

Janet had drafted some words for a poster to be attached to bus stops asking residents 
to report late and non-running buses. It was suggested that the poster should also 
include a telephone number for Stagecoach. 

Action: JO to review the draft wording with PS and then arrange foe the posters to be put 
up at the village bus stops, 

Next Meeting 

The next meeting of the sub-group will be held on Thursday, 3rd April at 7.30pm at 
Janet’s house. 

 


