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Binley Woods Parish Plan Working Party – Meeting 2 

Morrison Room, Binley Woods Village Hall 

Thursday 27th February 2014 – 7.30pm 

 

1a Attendees 

  Chris Bowen (CB)  Norman Brinton (NB)  Linda Harbour (LH) 
  Diane Henderson (DH) John Henderson (JH)  Vicki Loughran (VL) 
  Ken Short (KS)  Viv Wood (VW) 

1b Apologies 

  Dave Jones (DJ)  Janet Outhwaite (JO)  Steve Roberts (SR)  
  Paul Salisbury (PS) 

2 Introduction 

KS welcomed VL to the group and outlined the background to the Parish Plan and the 
purpose of the Working Party. VL explained that her primary interest was the issue of dog 
fouling and was keen to get involved 

No volunteers to be the Secretary for the group were forthcoming, and it was agreed to keep 
the action open. 

Action: Consider volunteering for the Secretary’s role (ALL) 

3 Review of Action List 

Working Party members worked though the priority actions, commencing with those actions 
relating to the villages public open spaces. 

Actions Relating to Public Open Spaces 

The meeting was presented with a report of the Public Open Spaces Sub-group meeting 
(attached). 

 Action 29: “Erect signs at the entrances to the Recreation Ground and the Back Field stating that 

dogs must be kept on leads at all times and that owners are responsible for picking up after their 
dogs." 

It was acknowledged that the primary objective of keeping dogs on leads in the Recreation 
Ground was to address the issue of dog fouling, although there was some concern that dogs 
running free could be intimidating to other users of the park.  

VL suggested that as a first step we should conduct a concerted ‘dog poo campaign’ to try to 
persuade irresponsible dog owners (whom everyone agrees are a small minority and often 
from outside the village) to pick up. This applies to both in the park and in Brandon Wood. 
During a set period (eg over a weekend), dog owners entering the park and the woods via the 
Ferndale Road entrance would be given a leaflet and a free poo bag. This would be backed 
up with posters in and around the park and the woods and an article in the PC newsletter. 

The Working Party backed this initiative. The Parish Council would be asked to fund the cost 
of printing notices / leaflets and purchasing poo bags if necessary.  

Action: Draft a leaflet & poster, source poo bags and recruit a team to conduct the ‘dog 
poo campaign’ (VL) 
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The group backed the sub-group’s recommendation that dogs be kept on a lead in the ‘top 
field’ (the area containing the football pitch, pavilion and play equipment) only, to start with.  
This would leave dogs to run free in the back field.  Should the ‘dog poo campaign’ prove 
unsuccessful, the situation would be reviewed. 

The group agreed that preparatory work on the signs for the Recreation Ground should 
continue (eg drafting and agreeing the wording, obtaining quotes) but that a final decision on 
the inclusion of the rule regarding dogs being kept on leads should be deferred until the 
results of the dog poo campaign could be assessed. 

It was pointed out that the restriction on motorised vehicles should not apply to motorised 
wheelchairs. 

Action: Commence the design of signs for the Recreation Ground as per the sub-
group’s recommendation (PS) 

 Action 30: “Request increased patrols by the Dog Wardens, including covert patrols, with the aim 

of identifying and prosecuting dog owners who do not pick up after their pets or who allow their dogs 
to run free on the Recreation Ground and/or the Back Field. Monitor the position and follow up as 
necessary.” 

Action: Ask the Clerk of the Parish Council to write to RBC requesting increased 
patrols by the Dog Warden and/or the Community Wardens (PS) 

 Action 5: “Install signs at the entrances to the Recreation Ground asking users to park 

considerately.” 

This will be taken forward in parallel with the main Recreation Ground signs. 

 Action 31: “Install additional dog litter bins…” 

It was agreed that additional dog litter bins should be installed at the two Craven Avenue 
entrances to the park. 

Action: Ask the Parish Council to progress the procurement and installation of two 
additional bins (PS) 

 Action 32: “Install additional litter bins…” 

With the recent installation of an additional bin by the skateboard park, the group agreed with 
the sub-groups recommendation that no additional litter bins were needed in the park at the 
current point in time. 

 Action 33: “Seek sponsorship for litter bins and dog litter bins, for example from local vets as has 
happened recently in Coventry.” 

Action: Include an appeal for owners to sponsor a bin in memory of a pet in the PC 
newsletter (KS) 

 Action 34: “Ensure all litter bins and dog litter bins are emptied regularly. Monitor the position and 
escalate problems to Rugby Borough Council.” 

The group agreed that this did not appear to be an issue at the current time, but that the 
situation should be kept under review. 

 Action 36: “Install additional benches by the skateboard park in the Back Field, near the play 

equipment in the Recreation Ground…” 

The sub-groups recommendation that two new benches should be installed by the skateboard 
park was endorsed. It was also agreed to review the requirement for additional benches by 
the play equipment as part of the play equipment upgrade project. 

Action: Ask the Parish Council to progress the procurement and installation of two 
additional benches by the skateboard park (PS) 
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 Action 37: “Seek sponsorship for benches, for example in memory of departed loved ones.” 

Action: Include an appeal for sponsorship a benches in the park (eg in memory of a 
loved one) in the PC newsletter (KS) 

 Action 19: “Fence off the play equipment in the Recreation Ground to provide a safer environment 

for younger children and to keeps dogs out of the play area.” 

The upcoming meeting with the playgroup was noted. 

Fencing off the play equipment should be taken forward as part of the project to upgrade the 
equipment. However, the same fencing should be used for both aeas. 

 Action 18: “Establish a project to upgrade the play equipment in the Recreation Ground and the 

Village Green. The scope should include new play equipment for older children, adult exercise 

equipment, refurbishing the existing play equipment and repairing / renewing the play surface.” 

The group endorsed the sub-groups recommendations. 

Action: Identity examples of good play equipment installed in other local parks (All)  

Action: Research possible types of play equipment (VW) 

Action: Consider how to engage with the young people of the village via the Youth 
Club and/or the School (LH) 

 Action 50: “Hold a review of the skateboard park involving both the young people who were 

instrumental in getting the project off the ground and other skateboard park users. Questions to be 
addressed include: how well it is being used; what can be done to encourage younger children to 
use it; what can be done to minimise litter, graffiti and noise; and where benches should be sited. 
Take action as necessary to implement the results of the review.” 

Action: Seek opportunities to conduct a review of the skateboard park through the 
Youth Club (LH) 

Action 8 

“Ask the Police to conduct a series of regular parking patrols over a given period with the aim of 
ticketing vehicles causing an obstruction or parked dangerously, with particular emphasis on the 
identified parking hot-spots in the village and problems occurring during the ‘school run’.” 

There had been a brief report on this from our PCSO at the February PC meeting, but he was 
unable to give detailed figures. Hopefully, these will be made available at the next EC Forum 
meeting on 20th March. 

Action: Attend EC Forum and report back to the Working Party (SR plus PS/KS/NB) 

Action 16 (part) 

“Commence a feasibility study to determine if the pavement adjacent to the bus stop on the south side 
of Rugby Road near the Village Hall could be levelled.” 

In PS’s absence, there was no update on this topic and the action was carried forward. 

Action: Progress the installation of a non-slip surface via Heather Timms (PS) 

Action 17 

“Use the Parish Plan results to identify and pursue possible opportunities to establish a community 

library in the village.” 

VW reported that she had contacted the WCC Library Department to request a trial of the 
mobile library outside normal working hours. Our request had been turned down but will be 
kept under review by WCC. 
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It was suggested that it might be possible to establish a ‘book exchange’ with the 
Roseycombe being a potential venue. 

Action: Approach the Roseycombe to discuss the possibility of establishing a book 
exchange (VW) 

Action 49 

“Ask the Youth Club to consider a separate session for younger children and, if feasible, to have a 
lower starting age for such a session.” 

LH reported that the Youth Club were receptive to this idea, but volunteers would be required 
to run it  

Action: Draft an appeal for volunteers to be printed in the PC newsletter (LH)  

Action 55 

“Ask the local police / PCSO team to pay regular visits to the school and/or youth club to build a rapport 
with the younger elements of our community.” 

There had been no progress on this, so the action was carried forward. 

Action: Liaise with the Police (SR) and the School / Youth Club (LH) to facilitate this. 

Action 57 

“Ask the school to send a letter to all parents requesting that they reduce their speed, quoting the 
results of the survey where the youngsters responded that “cars go too fast in the village”.” 

LH reported that it had not been possible to link this to the recent Road Safety visit to the 
School. 

It was suggested that this should be progressed via the school newsletter and/or via the 
school’s text message service. The message should include the children’s views from the 
Parish Plan survey that cars go too fast in the village. 

Action: Ask the School to progress this action (LH) 

Action 58 

“Ascertain whether there are suitable sites where additional pedestrian crossings could be installed on 
Rugby Road to help school children cross to catch school buses. This should include re-checking the 
regulations relating to siting crossings near road junctions and residents’ access-points.” 

There had been no progress on this, so the action was carried forward. 

Action: Contact WCC Highways Department to ask them to conduct a survey of Rugby 
Road with a view to installing an additional crossing (PS) 

Action 38 

 “Conduct a detailed house-by-house survey of the south-east corner of the village (Court Leet, Craven 

Avenue, etc) to determine the exact number of properties with water pressure problems. Forward 

results to Severn Trent with a request for action. Follow up as necessary.” 

CB reported that she had been in touch with Severn Trent and that she had received a host of 
technical details of their contractual obligations with regard to water pressure. In summary, it 
should be possible to fill a one litre container from a ground floor tap in seven seconds or 
less. CB had tried this in her property and had been able to achieve the seven second target. 

Action: Ask friends and neighbours in the south-east corner of the village to conduct 
their own seven second tests and collate the results (CB) 
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Village Bus Service 

At the previous meeting, problems with the village’s bus service had been discussed. In JO 
and PS’s absence, there was no update on this issue and it was agreed to carry the action 
forward 

Action: Discuss how to address problems with the village bus service (JO, PS) 

4 AOB 

There was no additional business to discuss 

5 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 The next meeting will be held on Thursday 27th March at 730pm in the Morrison Room. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.25pm 
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Notes from Public Open Spaces meeting – 26th February 2014 

Present:  Chris Bowen, Diane Henderson, John Henderson, Jan Outhwaite, Paul 

Salisbury, Ken Short and Viv Wood 

Action 29:  “Erect signs at the entrances to the Recreation Ground and the Back Field stating 

that dogs must be kept on leads at all times and that owners are responsible for 
picking up after their dogs." 

After much discussion, it was agreed that dogs should be kept on leads in the top field 
but that, for a trial period, dogs could run free in the back field. The situation would be 
kept under review and if dog mess continued to be a problem then the restriction would 
be extended to include the back field. 

It was not thought necessary to fence off the back field as dogs should be under their 
owners’ control. 

The rule requiring dogs to be kept on leads would be publicised via signs at the 
entrances to the park (see below), in the Parish Council newsletter and on the village 
website / Facebook page. Mention should be made in the newsletter and website of the 
health hazards of dog faeces. 

Residents should be encouraged to report dog walkers not picking up. 

Signs just inside the three entrances to the park (two on Craven Avenue and one from 
Brandon Wood) should include the following: 

 Dogs must be kept on leads 

 Owners must pick up after their dogs 

 No hard ball games (cricket, golf, etc) 

 No motorbikes / motorised vehicles (except disables vehicles) 

 No camping / overnight stays 

 The park may be locked between dusk and dawn 

Action 30:  “Request increased patrols by the Dog Wardens, including covert patrols, with the 

aim of identifying and prosecuting dog owners who do not pick up after their pets or 
who allow their dogs to run free on the Recreation Ground and/or the Back Field. 
Monitor the position and follow up as necessary.” 

The rules regarding dogs on leads and owners picking up after their dogs should be 
enforced by the Rugby Dog Warden / Community Wardens and the Parish Council 
should write to RBC formally requesting this.  

Action 5:  “Install signs at the entrances to the Recreation Ground asking users to park 

considerately.” 

This could be added to the signs at the entrances to the park (see above) or could be 
achieved via separate signs outside the two Craven Avenue gates. 

Action 31:  “Install additional dog litter bins…” 

An additional dog bin should be installed inside each of the two Craven Avenue gates to 
the park as the existing ones are often full. An additional dog bin was installed at the 
bottom of the back field last year. 

Action 32:  “Install additional litter bins…” 

It was not thought any additional litter bins are required in either the Recreation Ground 
or the Village Green. 
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Action 33:  “Seek sponsorship for litter bins and dog litter bins, for example from local vets as 

has happened recently in Coventry.” 

It was thought unlikely that any business sponsorship for bins would be achieved in the 
current economic climate. However, some owners might be willing to sponsor a bin in 
memory of a pet and an appeal should be included in the PC newsletter. 

Action 34:  “Ensure all litter bins and dog litter bins are emptied regularly. Monitor the position 

and escalate problems to Rugby Borough Council.” 

Bins are being emptied regularly, but the situation would be kept under review. 

Action 36: “Install additional benches by the skateboard park in the Back Field, near the play 

equipment in the Recreation Ground…” 

Two benches to be installed on the village side of the skateboard park facing the woods. 

Additional benches near the play equipment to be considered as part of the play 
equipment upgrade (see below). 

Action 37:  “Seek sponsorship for benches, for example in memory of departed loved ones.” 

This will be sought via the Parish Council newsletter and the website / Facebook page. 

Action 19: “Fence off the play equipment in the Recreation Ground to provide a safer 

environment for younger children and to keeps dogs out of the play area.” 

The playgroup based in the pavilion has asked for a section of the park adjacent to the 
pavilion to be fenced off to allow children to play outside safely. It was agreed to 
progress this and a meeting with the playgroup leaders has been set up for Monday, 3rd 
March at 2.30pm to ascertain their requirements and assess the options. 

Fencing off the play equipment in the Recreation Ground will be considered as part of 
the play equipment upgrade (see below). 

Action 18: “Establish a project to upgrade the play equipment in the Recreation Ground and the 

Village Green. The scope should include new play equipment for older children, 
adult exercise equipment, refurbishing the existing play equipment and repairing / 
renewing the play surface.” 

We would like to progress this action, focussing primarily on the Recreation Ground as 
the equipment in the Village Green is thought to be fit for purpose at least in the short 
term. Members of the group will look at the facilities provided in other areas (eg 
Coventry) and take photos. Viv agreed to do some research into the types of equipment 
(children and adults) available. We need to be mindful of what will be possible given our 
space and budget constraints. 

Once we have some ideas, we should put these to the children of the village via the 
Youth Club and the older pupils at Binley Woods School. This was thought preferable to 
offering the children a ‘blank canvass’. We will ask Linda to help facilitate this.  

Grant funding will need to be sought from WREN and other sources. 

Action 50: “Hold a review of the skateboard park involving both the young people who were 

instrumental in getting the project off the ground and other skateboard park users. 
Questions to be addressed include: how well it is being used; what can be done to 
encourage younger children to use it; what can be done to minimise litter, graffiti and 
noise; and where benches should be sited. Take action as necessary to implement 
the results of the review.” 

There was limited discussion of this issue. It is hoped that it can be taken forward via the 
Youth Club. 

 


