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Binley Woods Parish Plan Working Party – Meeting 1 

Morrison Room, Binley Woods Village Hall 

Thursday 30th January 2014 – 7.30pm 

 

1 Attendees 

  Chris Bowen (CB)  Norman Brinton (NB)  Linda Harbour (LH) 
  Diane Henderson (DH) John Henderson (JH)  Dave Jones (DJ) 
  Janet Outhwaite (JO)  Steve Roberts (SR)  Paul Salisbury (PS) 
  Ken Short (KS)  Viv Wood (VW)  

2 Introduction 

 PS outlined the history of the Parish Plan and gave an overview of the Terms of Reference 
for the Working Party. He also thanked the members of the Parish Plan Steering Group and 
the Volunteers for all their hard work to produce the Parish Plan. 

3 Election of Chairman 

KS was nominated to Chair the Working Party. No other nominations were put forward and 
KS was unanimously elected Chairman.  

KS took the chair. 

4 Election of Other Officers 

VW was nominated as Vice-chair and was unanimously elected. 

No volunteers came forward to act as Secretary to the Working Party. Members were asked 
to consider for the next miming whether they would be prepared to be Secretary. 

Action: Consider volunteering for the Secretary’s role (ALL) 

5 Review of Action List 

Working Party members agreed to address the actions in the Parish Plan in timing / priority 
sequence and each of the short-term / high-propriety actions were discussed in turn: 

Action 8 

“Ask the Police to conduct a series of regular parking patrols over a given period with the aim of 
ticketing vehicles causing an obstruction or parked dangerously, with particular emphasis on the 
identified parking hot-spots in the village and problems occurring during the ‘school run’.” 

This action had already started with the Police targeting inconsiderately parked vehicles in the 
village. However, no information concerning the numbers of vehicles ticketed had been 
supplied to the Parish Council. 

Action: Ask the Police to provide an update on parking issues for the February Parish 
Council meeting (SR) 

Action 16 (part) 

“Commence a feasibility study to determine if the pavement adjacent to the bus stop on the south side 
of Rugby Road near the Village Hall could be levelled.” 

PS reported that the WCC Highways Department had already inspected the site and that it 
was not feasible to level the pavement due to the need to allow access to adjoining 
properties. It might however be possible to install a non-slip surface. 

Action: Progress the installation of a non-slip surface via Heather Timms (PS) 
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Action 17 

“Use the Parish Plan results to identify and pursue possible opportunities to establish a community 

library in the village.” 

It was thought that in general residents were satisfied with the service provided by the mobile 
library van. The main problem appeared to be that the van was not available outside of 
normal working hours. 

Action: Ask WCC to consider trialling visits of the mobile library van on Saturdays 
(VW) 

Actions Relating to Public Open Spaces 

There are a number of actions in the Parish Plan relating to the two public open spaces in the 
village (the Recreation Ground and the Village Green) and it was agreed that these should be 
taken forward together through the establishment of a Public Open Spaces Working Party 
(POSWP).  

The actions to be considered by the POSWP are: 

 Action 5: “Install signs at the entrances to the Recreation Ground asking users to park 

considerately.” 

 Action 18: “Establish a project to upgrade the play equipment in the Recreation Ground and the 

Village Green. The scope should include new play equipment for older children, adult exercise 

equipment, refurbishing the existing play equipment and repairing / renewing the play surface.” 

 Action 19: “Fence off the play equipment in the Recreation Ground to provide a safer environment 

for younger children and to keeps dogs out of the play area.” 

 Action 29: “Erect signs at the entrances to the Recreation Ground and the Back Field stating that 
dogs must be kept on leads at all times and that owners are responsible for picking up after their 
dogs." 

 Action 30: “Request increased patrols by the Dog Wardens, including covert patrols, with the aim 

of identifying and prosecuting dog owners who do not pick up after their pets or who allow their dogs 
to run free on the Recreation Ground and/or the Back Field. Monitor the position and follow up as 
necessary.” 

 Action 31 (part): “Install additional dog litter bins on Rugby Road near the entrance to the One 

O’clock ride, on Rugby Road near the junction with Ferndale Road, and just inside the entrance to 

the woods on the corner of Craven Avenue and Ferndale Road.” 

 Action 32 (part): “Install additional litter bins near the shops in Woodlands Road, at selected bus 
stops (exact locations to be determined) and outside the school in Coombe Drive.” 

 Action 33: “Seek sponsorship for litter bins and dog litter bins, for example from local vets as has 

happened recently in Coventry.” 

 Action 34: “Ensure all litter bins and dog litter bins are emptied regularly. Monitor the position and 

escalate problems to Rugby Borough Council.” 

 Action 36 (part): “Install additional benches by the skateboard park in the Back Field, near the play 
equipment in the Recreation Ground and at selected bus stops on Rugby Road (exact locations to 
be determined).” 

 Action 37: “Seek sponsorship for benches, for example in memory of departed loved ones.” 

 Action 50: “Hold a review of the skateboard park involving both the young people who were 
instrumental in getting the project off the ground and other skateboard park users. Questions to be 
addressed include: how well it is being used; what can be done to encourage younger children to 
use it; what can be done to minimise litter, graffiti and noise; and where benches should be sited. 
Take action as necessary to implement the results of the review.” 
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CB, NB, DH, JH, JO, PS, KS and VW volunteered to join the POSWP and the first meeting 
was set for Wednesday, 26th February at JO’s house. 

Action: Consider how best to progress the actions relating to the village’s public open 
spaces (POSWP Members).  

VW reported that the Friends of Brandon Wood were becoming increasingly concerned about 
dog fouling in the woods. It may be desirable to coordinate action between the FoBW and the 
Parish Council on this issue. 

Action: Liaise with the FoBW over actions to address dog fouling (VW) 

In addition, the following two actions would also be addressed by the POSWP as it was 
considered that enhancements to the public open spaces would provide an ideal opportunity 
for the younger generation to become involved in the Parish Plan: 

 Action 52: “Establish an ad-hoc ‘Youth Forum’ to advise on specific projects in the village, for 

example upgrading the play equipment. Use the Youth Club to engage with teenagers and the 
Primary School to engage with younger children.” 

 Action 53: “Organise competitions for the young people of the village to encourage them to get 
involved in various community projects, for example to design a new play area.” 

Action: Coordinate the above actions with the School and the Youth Club (LH) 

Action 49 

“Ask the Youth Club to consider a separate session for younger children and, if feasible, to have a 
lower starting age for such a session.” 

LH reported that the Youth Club were prepared to consider this, but it was dependent upon 
sufficient volunteers coming forward from the community to run the additional sessions. 

Action: Liaise with the Youth Club to ascertain progress (LH)  

Action 55 

“Ask the local police / PCSO team to pay regular visits to the school and/or youth club to build a rapport 
with the younger elements of our community.” 

Action: Liaise with the Police (SR) and the School / Youth Club (LH) to facilitate this. 

Action 57 

“Ask the school to send a letter to all parents requesting that they reduce their speed, quoting the 
results of the survey where the youngsters responded that “cars go too fast in the village”.” 

LH reported that there would be a Road Safety visit to the School in the near future and that it 
might be possible to link the above action to that visit. 

Action: Ask the School to progress this action (LH) 

Action 58 

“Ascertain whether there are suitable sites where additional pedestrian crossings could be installed on 
Rugby Road to help school children cross to catch school buses. This should include re-checking the 
regulations relating to siting crossings near road junctions and residents’ access-points.” 

It was agreed to approach WCC to ask them to conduct a survey of Rugby Road with a view 
to installing an additional crossing. 

Action: Contact WCC Highways Department (PS) 
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Members of the Parish Plan Working Party were asked if there any other actions that they 
would like to ‘champion’ and take forward in the short term.  

CB and VW expressed an interest in Action 38 (“Conduct a detailed house-by-house survey of the 
south-east corner of the village (Court Leet, Craven Avenue, etc) to determine the exact number of 
properties with water pressure problems. Forward results to Severn Trent with a request for action. 

Follow up as necessary.”). 

Action: Consider whether to champion action 38 (CB, VW) 

6 AOB 

Problems with the village’s bus service were discussed. There had been a number of reports 
of buses not arriving, but there was only anecdotal evidence and no hard facts upon which 
action could be taken. It was suggested that notices be placed at bus stops advising residents 
who to contact when buses did not turn up. 

Action: Discuss how to take this forward (JO, PS) 

It was agreed that the minutes of Parish Plan Working Party meetings should be published on 
the website and that this should include an appeal for other residents to get involved. 

Action: Publish minutes and appeals for residents’ involvement (KS) 

It was also agreed that we should maintain a register of contacts with external parties relating 
to Parish Plan actions and issues. 

Action: Maintain a list of contacts (KS) 

Action: Notify KS of all contacts with external parties (ALL) 

7 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 The next meeting will be held on Thursday 27th February at 730pm in the Morrison Room. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.20pm 
 


