
 

 

 

 

 

 

We’ve done it! 
After two years dedicated effort by the 

team and with the support of a large 

number of residents of the village, the 

first ever Binley Woods Parish Plan and 

associated Village Design Statement have 

been published. Your very own copies have 

been delivered with this newsletter. 

Please read and retain these documents; 

they are our future and will improve the 

village for both ourselves and generations 

to come. 

A big THANK YOU to everybody involved. 
  



Chairman’s Comments 

It has been a long, sometimes frustrating, mostly enjoyable, two years since 

the inception of the Parish Plan project back in September 2011. During that 

period Popes garage might have become a funeral directors, the village library 

closed its doors for the last time, the TGI roundabout had a makeover with 

added traffic lights, and the ‘Warwickshire’ shopping park opened across the 

A46 in Coventry. And as I write, it appears that the former library building has 

at long last been sold, the speedway stadium just over the parish boundary in 

Brandon may or may not become the new home for Coventry City Football Club, 

and work has commenced on digging up the Tollbar island. In the words of Bob 

Dylan: “the times they are a-changin ”. 

And it is exactly because the world around us is constantly changing that we 

need a Parish Plan. Local government, businesses and residents all need to 

understand the wishes of the community and have an agreed way forward that 

will help achieve those wishes. The Parish Plan and Village Design Statement do 

exactly that: 

 The Parish Plan sets out a series of actions, based upon residents’ input from 

surveys and open days, which will improve village life in Binley Woods. These 

actions will be taken forward by the Parish Council in conjunction with other 

bodies and with the involvement of Binley Woods residents. You will be kept 

informed of progress on our website and through Parish Council newsletters. 

 The Village Design Statement (VDS) contains policies and advice which 

should ensure future development in the village meets with the broad 

agreement of the community and helps preserve the character of Binley 

Woods. The VDS is designed to influence both future planning applications 

made by residents and planning decisions made by the Borough Council. 

I hope that you find both documents interesting, relevant and helpful. 

Finally, before I sign off as Parish Plan Chairman for the last time, I must say a 

few thank yous: to the Steering Group members and Parish Plan volunteers who 

worked incredibly hard to turn the Parish Plan into a reality; in particular, to 

retired town planner Doug Hodkinson, the principal author of the VDS; to the 

Parish Council for their sponsorship of the project; to those who provided 

advice, guidance, words, pictures, maps and aerial photographs; and, of course, 

to you, the residents of Binley Woods, for your input, patience and 

understanding. We could not have done it without you! 

I look forward to seeing the fruits of our labours making a real difference to 

Binley Woods over the coming months and years. 



Village Website 

When we embarked on the Parish Plan, we set up a website to keep residents 

informed of progress: 

http://binleywoodsparish.wordpress.com 
All the key documents produced by the Parish Plan project are available from 

the website, including the Housing Needs Survey, the Interim Report, the 

Parish Plan and the Village Design Statement. It will stay in situ and will be used 

to report future progress on achieving the actions in the Parish Plan. 

The website is also a wider community facility with news, details of events in 

the village, Neighbourhood Watch and Trading Standards alerts and links to 

other local websites.  

If you prefer,           the Binley Woods Facebook page and you will receive 

village news and information posted directly on your wall. Just search for ‘Binley 

Woods’ and you’ll find us near the top of the list; or follow the link from our 

website. 

Parish Map Prints 

There are still a few prints of the Parish Map painting that was produced by 

local artist Lynsey Cleaver to celebrate the village’s 50th birthday. If you would 

like a copy, please pop round to 52 Craven Avenue or 29 Heather Road.  

Update on Parish Plan Actions 

The Parish Council has already started to address a number of the actions set 

out in the Parish Plan. Here are some highlights: 

 New rubbish bins and dog bins have been installed around the village, 

including in the Recreation Ground, by the shops in Woodlands Road and on 

Rugby Road; 

 The Rugby BC dog warden is undertaking additional patrols in Brandon Wood 

and the Recreation Ground /Back Field to encourage dog owners to pick up 

after their pets; 

 The police are undertaking patrols to target motorists who park their 

vehicles inconsiderately - blocking pavements, parking near road junctions 

and corners, and parking opposite other vehicles.    

The Youth Club has indicated that it is prepared to hold a separate session for 

younger children, provided volunteers come forward to run it.  If you are 

interested, please contact Shân on 07799 668800. 



 

Binley Woods Parish Plan Information 

The Binley Woods Parish Plan was managed by a Steering Group under 
the overall guidance of the Parish Council.  The Steering Group met 
monthly in the Village Hall and minutes were posted on our website and 
Facebook page.  

Steering Group officers: 

   Chairman:       Ken Short   

   Treasurer:       Chris Bowen 

Secretary:       Fred Harper (part of the project) 

   Web-master:      John Stanley 

   Volunteer Coordinator:  John Henderson 

   Press Liaison:      Anne Tippett (part of the project) 

Steering Group members:   

   Avis Dolan     Andy Dowling    Karen George 

Linda Harbour    Diane Henderson   Doug Hodkinson 

Evelyn Humphreys  Sherry Kayiatou   Janet Outhwaite 

Mark Pickles    Brian Reeves    Kath Salisbury 

Paul Salisbury    Heather Timms   Barbara Wilson 

Viv Wood 

Parish Plan volunteers: 

John Bandtock   Margaret Bourne  Rosemary Bradbury 

Jill Cheverton   Pam Dennis     Pat Docker 

Pat Fahey     Maureen Garcia   Liz Johnson  

Jill Kuhn      Georgina Leech   John Leech 

Pat Maddison    Linda Maynard    Dipa Parekh 

Gill Reeves     Anne Roberts    Kath Scally 

Jane Sells     Phil Shakespeare  Sandra Shakespeare 

Dee Short     Mary Teeling    Hector Warr 

Joan Watson    Pauline Woolley 

Website:   http://binleywoodsparish.wordpress.com 

Facebook:  “Binley Woods” 


