
Binley Woods Parish Plan Steering Group - Meeting 14 
Morrison Room, Binley Woods Village Hall 

Thursday 31st January 2013 – 7.30pm 
 

 
1a Attendees 

  Ken Short (KS)  Karen George (KG)      Mark Pickles (MP) 
  Linda Harbour (LH)  Doug Hodkinson (DH) Evelyn Humphries (EH)
  Heather Timms (HT) Avis Dolan (ADn)  Chris Bowen (CB) 

 
 1b Apologies 
  Andy Dowling   Janet Outhwaite  Paul Salisbury  

Viv Wood    Kath Salisbury  Diane Henderson   
  John Henderson 
 
 2a Minutes of Meeting 13 
  Agreed as read 
 
 2b Matters arising 

i. No actions arising from last meeting 
ii. Library Site – Parish Council bid submitted, no response received to 

date, decision imminent 
iii. Neighbourhood Planning Workshop – 19th January session 

cancelled due to Snow, re-booked for 2nd February – one spare 
place available as MP cannot make this date. 

 
3 Officers’ Reports 
 
3a Chairman – After the Christmas break, January saw a busy programme: 

i. Parish Plan sub-group met three times 
ii. Youth sub-group met twice 
iii. VDS and Housing Needs groups met once each 

Focus of activity will now turn to the Interim Report and “Public Endorsement” 
Open Day, as the next two significant deliverables. 

 
3b Treasurer – CB reported that whilst expenses had increased due to recent 

activities, the project remained under budget, with a £328 variance to date. 
 
3c Webmaster – KS gave a brief update in the absence of John Stanley 

i. The website was continuing to receive good traffic levels 
ii. The Website / Facebook / Twitter sites are now linked together, 

allowing updates to propagate to the widest possible audience. 
iii. KS had received material from the author of the “Track and Shack” 

publication, which could be uploaded to the Website in due course. 
DH offered to review the abridged material when complete. 

 
3d Press Officer – Nothing to report at this stage in the project. Further press 

communication would not be required until the Open Day in May. 
 
 



 
 
 
4  Questionnaires 
 
4a Main questionnaire 
 Parish Plan sub-group has now completed the first-pass review of the Survey 

results, and has identified: 
 

• 35 possible action requiring residents endorsement 

• 32 letters to be issued to various bodies, notifying the outcomes of the 
survey and seeking comments / responses prior to Open Day e.g: 

o Mobile Phone  / Cable / Broadband providers 
o Warwickshire County Council (Highways, Library etc) 
o Village Shops and Associations 

 
Survey results and actions will be documented, for inclusion in the Interim report. 

 
 
4b Youth Questionnaire(s) 
 First pass of the Youth surveys has identified: 
 

• A further 11 possible actions for resident endorsement 

• 8 actions covered by those identified in the main survey, cross-referenced 
 
 
4c Village Design Statement 

DH gave an overview of progress at the last VDS subcommittee, where a VDS 
document proposal drafted by DH was reviewed in detail. A further meeting was 
likely to be needed with Borough Planning Department, in order to ensure that any 
final VDS would be prepared in a form which could be successfully adopted. It 
was felt that the group was in possession of sufficient data to now progress with 
drafting the VDS – no further direct input would be required. 
 
 

4d Housing Needs Survey 
Survey results indicate little appetite for expansion of the village, although a 
sizeable minority supported expansion to meet identified Housing needs. Three 
actions identified: 
 

• Approach Brandon Parish Council to understand their outstanding needs, 
and to establish if any form of joint working would be practical / desirable. 

• Identify and approach local Housing Association(s) in order to identify and 
develop potential sites for affordable / retirement homes. 

• Identify (with Housing Association) any potential to re-purpose existing 
properties to meet identified needs, rather than new-build. 
 

  
 
 



5 Forward Programme 
 KS reported that the project was running around 3 months behind plan, however 

the consensus was that this was non-problematic, and had no budget implication. 
 
 Two key deliverables over the next four months, the Interim Report and 

Resident’s Open Day, would be the main focus of effort in the next phase. Tasks 
falling out of these milestones as follows: 

 

• Completing / verifying Survey results, and publishing on the website (as per 
request received from Parish Council) 

• Writing and issuing the letters identified in 4a above. 

• Producing the Interim Report 

• Preparing a Volunteers’ get-together 

• Production and distribution of a Parish Plan Newsletter 

• Preparing for, and staging of, the next Open Day 

• Preparing for, and staging of, School Assembly feedback session 
 

Key dates for future activity agreed as follows: 
 

• Volunteers’ get-together – Wednesday 10th April, 7.30pm, Village Hall 

• Open Day – Saturday 18th May, 10am – 4pm, Village Hall 

• Open Day setup – Friday 17th May 2pm – 5pm 
 

Discussion followed on the Interim report drafting process, led by KS: 
 

• First draft to be issued to Steering Group for feedback on layout / content / 
readability, for review and comments via email 

• Second draft re-issued following comments 

• “Page-turning” meeting to review the report in detail 

• Third draft issued simultaneously to Steering Group / Parish Council 

• Linda Maynard to conduce proof-reading of 4th draft 

• Final draft to be “signed-off” by Steering Group / Parish Council 
 

It was agreed that a slightly longer (32 page) format would be required, but that 
the print-run could be limited to 1200 copies. This would increase costs marginally 
(total of £2126), and it was agreed this was a sensible way to proceed. 

  
 
6 AOB 
 

Meeting closed at 9.02pm 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 28th February at 7.30pm in the Morrison Room 

  
 


