
The Development of 

Binley Woods 
 

BINLEY WOODS - Prior to 1920 

 
 ‘Binley Common’ was the old-established woodland fringe of the historic 

Coombe Abbey Estate. 

 There was no housing at this date, although later development of the village 

would follow the profile of the common. 



BINLEY WOODS - 1920s & 1930s 
 

 The Coombe Abbey Estate was sold off, with the Binley Common woodland 

split into one acre lots accessed by a series of roads and tracks. 

 Individual small houses sprang up along Rugby Road and Heather Road. Just 

before World War II there was the first spurt of developer-led development.  



BINLEY WOODS - 1940s & 1950s 

 
 During World War II many people moved out from Coventry and built small 

wooden homes to escape the bombing. 

 In the 1950s individual houses and bungalows in-filled the gaps in pre-war 

roads and a few small developer schemes proceeded, such as Kareen Grove.  



BINLEY WOODS - 1960s & 1970s 
 

 The name ‘Binley Woods’ was formally adopted on 14th October 1961 

 The existing roads were paved and lighted. 

 Fully half the present village was developed in little more than 15 years. 

 Most development took the form of small housing estates at very much 

higher densities, but sewers were often not adopted (some remained 

unadopted until last year).  



BINLEY WOODS - 1980s & 1990s 

 
 The Village had virtually run out of land within the boundary laid down for it 

and development largely ceased. Land off Coombe Drive was the principal 

exception. 

 Existing houses and bungalows are often extended upwards and outwards. 

 Some smaller properties, including most of the wooden houses, are 

demolished and replaced by larger dwellings. 



BINLEY WOODS – 2000 Onwards 
 

 Development continues to be restricted by the Green Belt surrounding the 

village to redevelopment of the former First School site, a few side gardens, 

and the Oakdale Court backland development.  

 Houses and bungalows continue to be extended upwards and outwards. 

 


