
Binley Woods Parish Plan Steering Group – Meeting 7 
Morrison Room, Binley Woods Village Hall 

Thursday 31st May 2012 
 
1a  Attendees 
 Anne Tippett (AT)  Evelyn Humphreys   Chris Bowen 
 Ken Short (KS)  Paul Salisbury   Barbara Wilson 
 Viv Wood   Karen George   Mark Pickles 
 Jan Outhwaite   Doug Hodkinson  Linda Harbour 
 Avis Dolan   Heather Timms 
 
1b Apologies 
 Andy Dowling  Diane Henderson  John Henderson 
 Fred Harper   Kath Salisbury  John Stanley 
 
2 Minutes of Meeting 26th April 
 
 The Minutes were signed as a true record of the meeting held on 26th April. 
 There were no matters arising. 
 
3 Officers Reports 
 
Chairman 
 
Ken Short reported on the actions over the last month.  A new Questionnaire sub group had been 
formed to steer the progress of the questionnaire, including input from all the sub groups.  There 
had been a slight change in the time scale with a plan for the questionnaire to be distributed in 
September after people return from holidays.  KS shared the Volunteers Sheet which had been 
prepared by Wolston and had already contacted Binley Woods groups for their interest.  Friends of 
Brandon Wood, Neighbourhood Project, Church in Binley Woods, Youth Club, School and Village 
Hall had all expressed an interest.  The Over 60s had declined.  It was discussed within the group 
and agreed that this was something that we would like to include in the questionnaire but that 
wording needed to be sensitive.  It would include a question on needs that might be addressed – 
voluntary driver scheme, collection of prescriptions, offer to visit residents etc. 
 
Treasurer  
 
Under budget by £70 last year but the Prize for the Housing Needs Survey had been drawn out of 
this year's budget so it was more or less as expected.  There were more meetings than originally 
planned so there were increased room hire charges in that respect.  However, the amount of 
expenses being claimed was less than the budgeted amount and the Chairman was encouraged to 
claim his expenses. 
 
Web Master 
 
John Stanley is currently on holiday so no report. 
 
Press Officer 
 
The Rugby Advertiser was continuing to report on the village and Jan Outhwaite suggested that we 
should try to encourage a bigger take up on this publication as like all newspapers it was struggling.  
There continued to be interest from the media in the village and it was agreed that we should try to 
take more photographs to support an increased profile on the village and its amenities. 



4 Sub Group Reports 
 
Parish Plan Sub Group (including Youth Questionnaire) 
 
This group had produced the first draft for the questionnaire and this was being worked on.  
Currently 12 pages of questions.  The completed document should not be greater than 16 pages 
because of cost so there would be more honing.   
 
They had looked at the Youth Questionnaire and had decided that there was a need for several 
versions – to Key Stage One, to Key Stage 2 and one for 11 -18.  It was important to include as 
many children who live or use the village and so youth club, football club, schools etc would be 
contacted to encourage participation.  Only the Youth Questionnaire would be available on line.  
Paper copies would be also available for key Stage One and others.  The Youth Questionnaire would 
be 4 pages.  There would also be special advertising flyers for the Youth Questionnaire alongside 
the adult one.  We would ask for identification by post code on the on line replies to help prevent 
multiple responses from one person. 
 
Housing Needs Sub Group 
 
The draft report had been received two weeks ago from Midlands Rural Housing and this had been 
proofed and corrected.  The final report has now been received and given to Rugby Borough 
Council, the Parish Council and Committee Members.  It would be available on line and there 
would be a few hard copies to be shared around the village on request.  It was decided not to do a 
mass copying exercise as this could be expensive and not necessarily required. 
 
Richard Mugglestone from Midlands Rural Housing would address the PC meeting on 20th June at 
7.30 (first item) to which everyone was welcome. 
 
Now that the immediate needs are known, these can be included in the questionnaire. The main 
need seems to be for a small number of affordable houses and some elderly / supported housing. 
The terminology used by Rugby Borough Council for the latter is ‘Extra Care Housing’. 
 
Village Design Sub Group 
 
Doug Hodkinson reported on the VDS. The draft questions had been looked at by the group but 
they were going to look at it again possibly to change the way that questions are being asked to be 
presented in a more positive way 
 
Questionnaire Sub Group 
 
The new group consists of Ken, Fred, Evelyn, Mark and Barbara.  They had looked at 
questionnaires provided by other villages and had chosen to work on the model created by 
Rodborough (a village in Gloucestershire) and the drafts were worked on this basis.  A 
questionnaire would be distributed to every household, plus extras as requested.  It would include a 
Freepost envelope. Paper quality would be watched to try to keep costs down, primarily Freepost 
costs. It was important that the print size wasn't compromised.   
 
Barbara has already started working on how the findings will be entered into a spreadsheet for 
analysis and a request was made for help from volunteers with Excel experience to enter on to the 
sheets – basic data entry, not programming! 
 
 
 



5 Project Plan – Forward Programme 
 
Next Newsletter 
 
It was planned to get a newsletter out in the next two to three weeks and KS said that it was almost 
completed and would be forwarded to Mark, Anne and Doug for proofing.  This will not include the 
Open Day date which is still to be confirmed. 
 
John H would be asked to check the availability of the volunteers to distribute this. 
 
Open Day (October) 
 
The Open Day will probably be in October and would enable residents to return the questionnaire 
on the day which would save postage costs for us. 
 
6 Any Other Business 
 
There was no other business. 
 
7 Date and Venue for Next Meeting 
 
The next Steering Group meeting will take place on 28th June at 7.30, venue to be advised. 
 
KS will email everyone with the full list of Sub-group meeting dates that have been agreed. 


